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Dubbed The Big Duran, Jakata is hot,steany and one of the most populous cities in the
world. But amidst the chagslakata is an unapologetic city mud of its pedigee and
a micocosm of the vinole of Indonesia — be it the &8, food and people Sty at these

accommodations vinen in this amazing city

aq 0 is this Morrissey, you'd ask when
-II\-/Il_IYEHIVIQ‘E $EYZ\t/:;pping into this hip lodging located

in the areathat borders Sudirman,
Thamrin, Kuningan and Menteng? Hard to say but what demands
your attention is the hotel’s uniquenessthat seeksde nition through
a persona,personality and disposition rather than a description of the
hotel. Thishotel encapsulatesthe characteristicsof ‘Morrissey’— a
savvyyoung man,in his late 20s,intelligent, urban, stylishand worldly

white and grey palette in the rooms may sound austere but, quirky
accentslike a gleaming handbeaten copper tray on a table and a life-
size gurine of ablackdog at its foot conspiredcleverlyto eliminate the
harsh while introducing the stylishy kitsch. You'll nd similar pairings
elsewheresuchasin the lobby where comfy armchairsunder leafytrees
paint a pastoralscenecontrasting sharplywith a stairwaygrilled up like
a prison cell and accentedwith oversizedvelvetwingchairs, t for both
royal and drag queens!

but never pretentious or snooty. You'd take to him immediately. He
is intelligent and well-read but never pedantic; fashionablebut never
faddish;the kind of personwho enjoysgood food and great company
but is neverfussy All in all, you'd be eagerto know him and enjoy his

Thelodging options at this award-winning hotel are best described
asa quaint amalgamationof traditional Indonesianand Dutch with a
lashingof industrial chic. The 135 servicedapartmentsare categorised
as Studio, Studio Luxe, City Luxe, The Loft and the Apartment, and

that was separatedfrom the bed by a transparent glasswall was a
prudish, Victorian gasp. The exposed vanity didn't help either. But as
the sexyvibe of the spacestarted playing gameswith my imagination,
the devilishly naughty layout seemedjust so right. Look at it this way:
Morrisseyis a young man who enjoyslife in a carefreemanner. Sexyis
in hisblood. Butif you arestill not convincedand must be shieldedby
a 10 foot thick titanium wall before you loosenyour braid or pull down
your zipper other rooms have ‘normal’ bathrooms.
Morrisseycomprisestwo buildings, a four-storey and a nine-gorey
block. A hanging gardenin the centre of the taller block createsa
diversionto its streamlinedfacadewhile on the rooftop, a shadedlap
pool provides an antidote to the Jakartansun. A smalljogging track
around a little patch of greenery there might encourageyou to work
out and surprisingly, | observed, hotel guestsdid enjoy exercisingon
the lawn despite an adequately equipped gym nearby The true pull,
however, is the Residents Lounge, a welcoming spacefor you to
kickbackwith a book or catch up on somework with the city sprawled
out for your viewing pleasure.lt even hasa fully-equipped kitchen for

gueststo rustleup simplemealsor entertain guestswhile enjoying views
of the city or, the sexybodiesby the poolside.Butif you think preparing
a sandwich or opening a can of beer is the most dastardy thing to
imposeon a personon holiday, simply callthe sta at Ocha& Bellaon
the ground oor to beam up somegrub to you. Bewarned: Thisoutlet
servesdeliciousltalianand Japanesenosh and is positioned facing the
main street.Dining al fresco or grabbing a pre-dinnerdrink hereis de
rigueur, asyou get to thumb your nose at all those poor sods on the
street while you clink glasses and graze on fabulous food!

There is this other person at Morrissey:Someone even more
accommodatingand willing to go all the way to show you a good time.
Hisnameis Edand he isn’t shy about his ‘services’l wasallittle taken
aback when Ed askedme if | wanted to taste the untold pleaaures of
the city. O we went and Ed showed innocent oI’ me the Jakartathat
even the locals are often not privy to. Beforeyou start getting all hot
and bothered, let me tell you that Edisthe residentthree-wheelerthat's
usedto transport guestsFOCto the foodie district of Sabangthat’s just
around the corner

Other hotels have style or class,Morrisse/ has personality. Others
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welcomeyou to experiencea concept, Morrisseyinvites you to become
5 company. This,perhaps, also sums up the experience you'll get at all come with a smal but complete kitchenette. My Loft unit, apart y P p 4 4
& . . ) L that very concept. Hove that for unique?
2 Morrissey — both the hotel and its persona. from helping me keep t climbing the 18 dark, wood steps that led
o Whatl truly liked about Morrisseywasits pareddown designconcept to my chambers,alsohad a guest WCon the lower level, with a small MCRRISEY KHWahid Hasyim 70
g that promulgates the minimalistic, unencumberednuancesof life. A living area Up in the bedroom, my initial reaction to the bathroom i Menteng, Jkata 10340
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